


January turned out to be  a relatively quiet month with most of the weather 
limited to the last week of the month, as a series of Pacific storms finally 
reached the area. The month on the whole was near normal to slightly below 
normal with temperatures, while precipitation was once again below normal, 
as is often the case during a La Niña seasonal pattern. 

The first half of the month was very dry, with temperatures above normal. 
The second half of the month finally seen a bit more action. On the Jan 20-21, 
a Pacific storm moved across northern Mexico and far southern New Mexico, 
spreading light rain along the International Border. On Jan 24-26, two Pacific 
storms passed across central New Mexico. The first one brought some light 
snow to area mountains. The second, much larger storm, brought some light 
rain to the lowlands and heavy snow to the mountains. Snowfall of 6 to 10 
inches was common across most of the mountain areas. This surge of moisture 
in the last week of the month kept the month from being extremely dry. As it 
was, drought conditions continued to slowly deteriorate with the lack of 
precipitation. Most of the Borderland is now in extreme to exceptional 
drought conditions. 



Looking ahead to February, daylight and warming continue. The length 
of daylight on the 1st is 10 hours and 41 minutes, increasing to 11 hours 
and 29 minutes of daylight on the 28th. The normal high in El Paso begins 
the month at 60 degrees and finishes the month at 66 degrees. Though we 
start to warm up noticeably, events like February of 2011 remind us it can 
still get quite cold during the month. The first four days of that month saw 
temperatures extremely below normal, culminating with a low of 1 above 
on February 3rd. Most other sites around the area fell below zero. 

For lunar fans out there, the full moon will occur on the 27th, while the 
new moon occurs on the 11th. 
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Jan 22 El Paso Fog Jan 22 Cloudcroft Fog
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Jan 20 Hillsboro Lenticular Clouds

Jan 24 Silver City Snow Jan 24 Cloudcroft Snow

Jan 20 Hillsboro Lenticular Clouds



Jan 26 El Paso Snow Jan 26 El Paso Snow

Jan 26 El Paso Snow



Dec 9 Cloudcroft SnowDec 9 Silver City Rain



ENSO Alert System Status: 

La Niña Advisory

ENSO Alert System



ENSO Forecast
ENSO is now in a moderate La Niña phase, though expected

to lessen to weak phase soon; ENSO probably back to 

neutral by end of spring



La Niña Pattern 

El Niño Pattern 

We are heading into a weak to moderate
La Niña for much of this winter. As the 
pattern shows, a ridge of high pressure 
tends to build off the west coast of the 
U.S., blocking most of our Pacific winter
storm systems. These storms tend to end
up moving across the northern Plains and 
down to the southeastern part of the country. 
Of course it is important to remember that
these patterns are only what typically 
happens and are not guaranteed to occur. 

With El Niño, we often see the opposite
pattern where the eastern Pacific ridge of high
pressure is often weak or non-existent, 
allowing winter storms to sweep across the
southern U.S. This typically will give the south-
western U.S. above normal precipitation.



Examples of the numerous La Niña 
winters since 1950. These maps
depict the departure from normal
precipitation amounts for a winter. 
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• Abnormally Dry – D0 

• Moderate Drought – D1  

• Severe Drought – D2

• Extreme Drought – D3
• Exceptional – D4

January 26, 2021 October 27, 2020

Current drought conditions for 

New Mexico and 3 month change



Intensity:

D0 - Abnormally Dry 

D1 - Moderate Drought 

D2 - Severe Drought 

D3 - Extreme Drought 

D4 - Exceptional Drought 

Build your own custom slider maps here at:

http://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/Maps/ComparisonSlider.aspx

Current drought conditions for Texas as of January 26, 2021



Snow Data Upper Rio Grand Basin as of January 31, 2021

Snow Depth on Jan 31, 2021Snow Depth on Dec 31, 2020



Snow Data Upper Rio Grand Basin as of January 31, 2021

Normal Snow Depth for 

January

Normal Snow Depth for 

December



Snow Water Equivalent as of Jan 31, 2020
Compare to last few years and average values
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Temperature and precipitation data for 

January 2021 in El Paso = record



2021: Temperature and Precipitation 

Data for El Paso 





















Date/Time Location (County) Event

JANUARY 26 700 AM SILVER CITY 1SW-GRANT 8.5 INCHES OF SNOW

JANUARY 26 630 AM SUNSPOT-OTERO 7.6 INCHES OF SNOW

JANUARY 26 700 AM TYRONE 3SW-GRANT 7.0 INCHES OF SNOW

JANUARY 26 700 AM CLOUDCROFT-OTERO 6.0 INCHES OF SNOW

JANUARY 26 700 AM GILA HOT SPRINGS-GRANT 5.5 INCHES OF SNOW

JANUARY 26 700 AM HANOVER 9NE-GRANT 5.0 INCHES OF SNOW

JANUARY 26 800 AM WINSTON 1SE-SIERRA 3.0 INCHES OF SNOW



http://www.srh.noaa.gov/epz/?n=elpwindrosedata



Just click on “Local Programs>Weather 

Digest”, then choose which month’s 

Digest to view.  Also, though 

discontinued, don’t forget to check out 

our back issues of Southwest Weather 

Bulletin.

http://www.weather.noaa.gov/elp/



